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_till they were dislodged and retreated to their own
lines, thus giving up the entire works taken from the
division early in the morning. In this affair Sergeant
B. F. Hall commanded the squad from the 43d. A
brigade of Zouaves, however, promptly moved for-
ward, meeting the retreating force, and recaptured
both the Confederate line and Fort Mahone, leaving

Rodes’s Division still in possession of that portion of
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the line retaken from the enemy in the early part of
the day, and which was held until after dark, when
the lines in front of Richmond and Petersburg were
abandoned. The army then commenced its retreat.
Marching day and night, with only short intervals of
rest, Amelia Court House was reached about the 4th
of April, where the well-nigh exhausted troops were
permitted to rest several hours. The march was re-
sumed that night, and, being closely pursued by the
enemy, General Grimes (then Major-General com-
manding the division to which the 43d belonged) was
assigned to the position' of rear guard, Colonel D. G.
Cowand, of the 32d, being in charge of Daniel’s Brig-
ade. The enemy’s cavalry, emboldened by success,
frequently rode recklessly into the Confederate lines,
making it necessary to deploy alternately as a line of
battle across the road one brigade after another, while
the others continued the march. This running fight
culminated in a general engagement on the afternoon
of the 6th at Sailor’s creek, near Farmville, Va., where
the Confederates, overwhelmed by superior numbers,
retreated beyond the long bridge at Farmville.

On the morning of the 7th, beyond Farmville, the
division charged the enemy and captured a battery of
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artillery which had been taken by them. Continuing
the march from this point, there was no further fight-
ing on this or the following day, the enemy having
taken parallel roads for the purpose of intercepting
the Confederates in their march towards Lynchburg.

The vicinity of Appomattox Court House was
reached on the evening of Saturday, the 8th, and the
exhausted troops bivouacked until midnight, when
the division was ordered from the position of rear
guard to the front, with a view of opening the road
towafds Lynchburg, now occupied by the enemy in
large force. About sunrise on Sunday morning, the
oth of April, 1865, the division engaged a large body
of the enemy’s cavalry, supported by infantry, and
drove them more than a mile, capturing a battery of
artillery and several prisoners. While engaged in

this pursuit they were ordered back to a valley in

which the larger part of the Confederates was now
massed, and on arriving there received the sad intel-
ligence that the Army of Northern Virginia had sur-
rendered.

Manifesting under defeat the same spirit of fidelity
and endurance which had characterized them in suc-
cess, the remnant of about 120 men and officers com-
posing this regiment accepted the fate of war and
awaited the final arrangements for capitulation; and
on the morning of the 12th of April, after laying down
their arms, dispersed on foot, many in tattered gar-
ments and without shoes, and thus made their way to
their distant and, in many instances, desolated homes.

And “the picture of the private soldier as he stood
in the iron hail, loading and firing his rifle, the bright




